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INTRODUCTION

Public and expert understanding of geology
‘Mental Models’ of subsurface geology

Implications for geoscience communication
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In preparation: Gibson, Stokes, Stewart and Pahl (2015) What is geology? A free word association test of initial perceptions of geology



Lochearn sinkhole, Baltimore Sun newspaper (2013)
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Geovisualisation software, wikimedia commons (2015)



Cross section of Assynt, wikimedia commons (2015)
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Glass brain design, Wired.co.uk (2014)









Expert mental model of subsurface —
please contact the author for
more information.






Expert and non-expert mental model
of subsurface -
please contact the author for
more information.



Expert and non-expert mental model
of subsurface, with details of matches
and mismatches between data —
please contact the author for
more information.



Consider the impact of public models when
communicating subsurface concepts

There is a non-expert disconnect between surface
features and subsurface geological structures

Experts need to take anthropocentric perspectives into
account
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